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compelled by stress of weather to jettison some of
her cargo, both territory and sovereign rights, and
on such occasions, no doubt, he was unduly mindful
of his private goods and ventures. But, when all
is said and done, he was the best and bravest steers-
man in the Empire, and for thirty years kept the ship
in commission under the Dragon flag. With his
passing from the scene, there was no strong hand to
take the helm. Today, the ancient craft lies water-
logged and helpless, encompassed by new perils of
internal strife and foreign aggression ; and many of
her crew, remembering Li Hung-chang's Ulysses
voice of wise counsel, do reverence to his wisdom.